


island of Mallorca, along part of the municipali-

ties of Arta, Capdepera, San Lorenzo and Santa
Margarita. It covers an area of 17,111 hectares (10,917
hectares on land and 6,194 hectares in the sea), of
which some 2,700 hectares are publicly owned.

The natural park is located in the northeast of the

The park includes the nature reserves of Cap Ferrutx
and Cap des Freu, in the municipalities of Arta and
Capdepera, two areas of coastal cliffs where the
natural ecosystems are fully preserved. We also find
the highest peaks of the Levante mountain ranges: la
Talaia Freda (564 m), Mount Porrassar (491 m) and
Mount Sa Tudossa (441 m).

The entire land and marine area of the natural park is
part of the European Natura 2000 network. Likewise,
an important part of its waters is also protected by
the Levante Marine Reserve.

he park contains an abundant number of species

endemic to the Balearic Islands. In terms of flora,

it is worth highlighting: the buttercup (Ranuncu-
lus weyleri), the white primrose (Primula acaulis subsp.
balearica), the genista (Genista lucida), the Majorca
St John'’s wort (Hypericum balearicum), the Majorcan
peony (Paeonia cambessedesii), the juniper (Juni-
perus oxycedrus L. subsp. macrocarpa) and the cat
thyme (Teucrium marum subsp. occidentale).

Some endemic animals that can be found are the
snake snail (Iberellus balearicus), the cave-dwelling
pseudoscorpion (Chthonius balearicus), the Balearic
warbler (Sylvia balearica) and the Majorcan midwife
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toad (Alytes muletensis), recently reintroduced
into the park from populations in the Tramontana
mountain range. There are also important popu-
lations of Hermann’s tortoise (Testudo herman-
ni), North African hedgehog (Erinaceus algirus),
Balearic green toad (Bufotes balearicus) and diffe-
rent species of bats. There are also magnificent
two-tailed pasha butterflies (Charaxes jasius) and,
among the birds, it is worth highlighting the majes-
tic cinereous vulture (Aegypius monachus), which
is increasingly present, the nesting of the booted
eagle (Hieraaetus pennatus), the peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus), the Egyptian vulture (Neophron
percnopterus), the red kite (Milvus milvus) and, in
the marine area, the osprey (Pandion haliaetus), the
European shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) and the
Kentish plover (Charadrius alexandrinus).

Along the coast we can distinguish eleven beach
and dune systems that form an exceptional group of
different sizes. Their conservation is key, given that
many of the large dune systems on the islands have
disappeared. Moreover, the meadows of Mediterra-
nean tapeweed (Posidonia oceanica), responsible
for the formation of the sand on our beaches, arein a
very good state of conservation.
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Heritage and history

back to the Dolmen period (1900-1600 BC).

The settlements of Es Figueral de Son Real,
from the Proto-Talayotic period (1100-900 BC) and
Mount Figuer, from the Talayotic period (850-550
BC), as well as the impressive Talayotic necropolis
of Son Real, located near the sea, bear witness to
this occupation.

The first evidence of human occupation dates

Following the timeline we can find elements of
hydraulic management, such as waterwheels
from the Muslim period (10th to 13th centuries);
farmhouses known as “posesiones”, such as the
Albarca estates, originally from the 13th century,
or those in Son Real, of medieval origin; plots; and
other elements of agricultural life (olive press, coal
bunkers, lime kilns, etc.), many of which are still
in use today. Military architecture is also present,
including watchtowers, such as the Moreia watch-
tower, built in 1580, which takes us back to a past
full of pirates, corsairs and wars with neighbouring
countries; the remains of a camp for Republican
prisoners who worked as forced labour in 1941,
after the Spanish Civil War; and the “enfilacién”
towers located in the bay of Alcudia.

At the end of the 19th century, the abundance of
fan palms in the park made it possible for com-
mercial activity to develop around the traditional
craftsmanship of the palm tree. After years of de-
cline, today this craft activity is once again on the
rise in the areas of Arta and Capdepera.



¢ Drive along the marked paths and park your vehicles in
the authorised car parks.

Equipment and services

¢ Alqueria Vella de Baix Information Centre. Carretera
Ma-3333 (exit at kilometre 4.7), Arta. Opening hours:
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